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WASHINGTON |L The -SWate- 
cleared; the way yesterday. for- ap- 
proval? of legislation under^which 
journalists and government officials 
could^be jailed or fined for publicly 1 
disclosing the names of covert Amer- 
icanmtelligence agents:'- 

■. ^hefproposal is strongly supported 
^.President Reagan as ^ In ea ns of 
preventing terrorist attacks on Ct/U 
agents .overseas. But it has been; 
condemned by some; senators, jour -1 
nalism societies and the American; 
Civil Liberties Union; as a direct at- 
tack on the free-press provisions- of^ 
the First Amendment. / 

! The Agent Identities Bill, approved? 
by the House last fall, was first pro^ 
posed four years ago when former 
CIA officers such*as Philip Agee be-- 
gan naming names and locations of 
Undercover intelligence agents" as 
ipartof a campaign to limit or abolish - 
covert operations by the CIA. r ; - 
; But the debate has broadened since ? 
then, and enactment of the measure * 
has been delayed for months by dis- * 
agreement over how difficult it j' : 
should be for a' prosecutor' to build a j 
case against a reporter who namei^a! 
covert agent in print.. . "" 

f The Senate resolved that issue yes-' 
terday, voting 55-39 to approve a ver-*" : 
sion that would allow a journalist to . 
be convicted only if a juryliad rea-^ ' 
son to believe that the identification I 
of an agent would disrupt intelli- 
gence operations’ A final vote on the*, 
legislation was delayed, probable 
until today. 
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A competing version, recommend-' 
cd by the Senate- Judiciary-Commit- 
j tee and Spn. Joseph Bidep(D/DeK). ■■ 
i would have gone further; requiring a 
.jury to conclude that a reporter -in - 1 
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tended, to disrupt O^fteUig^^ ! clumsy and .^ihgero^fy' iinn^es- 
operations. Many of those ;who sup-** sary incurtioiwritathe liberties of-all 


unneces- 


.’/f Charles Novi tx/presidSnt of Sigma >• .* Biden ''said.; federal '■ prosecutor^ 
.Delta Chi. an organizatipn of journal-,./ should be required td show that a 
tsts. said it was unconstitutional anc£> reporter deliberately set out to *‘im- 
-.would have a “chilling* effect on tht?i .pair or impede” legitimate intclli- 
^K-n 8 .°- .^^y'fe^Fseas-l'gence operations. Another supoorter 
This bill strikes at Ih^TiglitoLAmeri-? of* the stricterstarufard - Daniel 
pans to ntonitor ttteirjgover^mieiu.y £ P.Moynihan (D.rN;Y.).said."VVeare 
J. Jack Landau^ director ' of’ the Re-1 : not enacting this bill to ease- the 
"porters Committee for Freedom bf3 burdenof U.S. attorneys," .. ,. 

the Press, complained that “this bill v B iden also 'eXDressed feir » W T' 
slows for the pro^o.loh.od jailing,- re “*” r Sht te“?os“u,ej lo? 
of news reporters and authors for 7 exposing -CIA abuses. Recently for 
identifying agents or thei^ sources.^ example, the New York Times de-. 
even if the agenjv or the t source ts r , tailed the activities of ; former CIA* 
-.breaking federal huy, or.is.violating. ? agents FrancisE.Terpil.ahd Edwin R. : 
presidential policy, or cven -if their Wilson, who set up a secret private - 
. names come.from public records.” ' • * ;arms-selling operation in 

I ' Th 5 Fi . r * Amendment.Rsaid .Lan-;' “I want, the press going there in- 
dau. only permits the conviction-* tending to expose those neoDle" 
and jailing of news people for pub- ' Biden said. -v • " “ . 

lishing information which is a di--# c h „ Pt ,„ at - P 

rect, immediate and irrepa'ratteinju-^ rhnff^J m af » , ^ th * vo(e -. s en--John 
ry to the national security and does 1 ' ^jiaffee (R., R.I.), sponsor of the ver- ■ 
norijpermit prosecu^ns fofdlc.aS ^ ^ 

ing “information- which is.i-merelyr : 5 - Iflt 11 ?? • wou, . d . . n ? ! P erm,t prosecu-.' 
embarrassing or causes some discom-A . ^ ho e v P 0 S ^ d J.*, !e ‘ 

forMo thegovernment." - > ’ i §4 or improper actions by the ClA.; 

„A'f- , j-o. ^ J$ ; 2i'? He also said doucan kick the taroiit 

Bruce. Sanford. a Stgma Delta Cjhi / of. the CIA" wi thout specifically ideri- ; 
. 8 ^?I" ey lA- a, M;Jhe bill “o;rude tifyingclandesfifrtagentsjA : 
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